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Retirement of Ken Pettit 
Kenneth George Pett it has retired from 
the Atmospheric Chemistry Criteria and 
Standards Di vision of the Atmospheric 
Research Directorate after 37 years in the 
Canadian Meteorological Service. 

Born in London , Ontario, Mr. Pettit 
joined the Meteorological Service of the 
then Department of Transport in 1943 
after concluding his B.A. in Physics and 
Chemistry at the University of Western 
Ontario. H e began his early career as a 
weather forecaster at Vulcan, Alberta and 
served in similar capacities in various 
locations in M anitoba and Ontario when 
nying was in its infancy and Canada was 
busy with the giant Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan. 

With hi s natural ability, experience and 
aptitude in instrumentation he used hi s 
meteorological knowledge on assignment 
to the National Research Council Low 
T emperature Laboratory in the early 
1950s, part of a team conducting resea rch 
into aircraft icing. Hundreds of hours 
were logged on an RCAF North Star air­
craft known as the" Rockcliffe Ice W agon" 
a it sought ou t natural icing conditions 

and made cloud property measurements 
th roughout much of Canada and the north­
ern United States. Thi s team made a 
unique contribution to the early knowledge 
on aircraft icing and protection systems 
before the fiery demise of the aircraft in a 
hangar at Dorval Airport. 

Mr. Pettit continued hi s secondment to 
NRC providing meteorological advice 
and consultation on icing, turbulence and 
low temperature problems until I 965. In 
the latter part of thi s tour he was respon­
sible for the cloud physics instrumentation 
installed on 8 -25 Mitchell aircraft during 
the Precipitation Physics Project and ex­
periments on rainfall modification con­
ducted over northwe tern Quebec from 
I 959 to I 963. 

Since coming to the AES D ownsview 
Headquarter in I 965 he has been engaged 
in the Atmospheric Research Directorate 
activi ti e in cloud phy ics, fog modifica­
tion and most recently in the AES carbon 
dioxide program. He has acquired many 
intere t beyond meteorology, over his 
career and pur ue hobbies of fi shing, 
photography and music. He now intends 

AES Western Region 
has new regional director 
AES Western Region has a new regional 
director. Bev Burns who ha worked with 
government meteorological se rvices si nce 
1963 and has acq uired an enormous 
knowledge of Western Canadian weather 
and climatic conditions. was appointed to 
the position on M ay I 9. 

Mr. Burns wi ll be respon si ble for pro­
viding weather services for Alberta, the 
Yukon and the western portion of North­
west Territories with shared re pon ibility 
in north eastern B.C. 

Mr. Burns's fir t po ting wa as a 
weather briefer and forecas ter in Calgary. 
From 1967-71 he served as a senior fore­
caster in the Alberta and Arctic W eather 
Centres. Moving to AES headquarters in 
Downsview, he held severa l pos itions in­
cluding resources manager for the Field 
Services Directorate, techno logy transfer 
meteorologi st in Research and financial 
projects officer in Administration. In 1976 
he returned to Edmonton where he was 
appointed chief, D ata Acquis ition Divi­
sion. He a lso recently served for a year as 

scientific program advisor to the W estern 
and Northern Regiona l director general of 
Environment anada. 

Mr. Bu rns· new po ition will a lso in-

Now here 's a 
bevy of Bevs ! 

This note ha been pa sed on to us by 
Judy Fi sher. regional information of­
ficer. Wes tern Region. Environment 
Canada. concerning Bev Burns·s re­
cent app intment a the new AES 
Western regional director. ·· Vi sitors to 
Mrs. Burn · office may be slightl y 
surpri ed to learn th at Mr. Burns·s sec­
retary i a lso named Bev. And although 
the secretary was e lected before hi s 
appointment. one can ·t help but won­
der about a sec ret adora tion M r. Burns 
mu st have for o thers named Bev. es­
pec iall y when it is revealed th at M r. 
Burns·s wife i al o named Bev. Mr. 
Burns, of cour e. pleads coinc idence.·· 

Dr. Warren Godson, director general, Atmospheric 
Research Directorate {left) presents retiree Ken 
Peuit with a long service certificate. 

to kindle a latent curiosity in anthropology 
by taking courses at the University of 
Toronto. 

A retirement luncheon w-as held at the 
Bl ack Hawk Motor Inn lounge in Rich­
mond Hill on May 6 when Dr. Warren 
Godson, D irector-General of Atmospheric 
Research presented him with a long serv­
ice certificate and medal. H oward Ferguson 
(A RQD) presel)ted a passport wallet and 
purse on behalf of his many friends and 
colleagues. Mr. Pettit and his wife Beatrice 
will continue to reside at their home in 
Unionville and look forward to a trip to 
South Africa in the near future. 

elude the responsibility for applying meteo­
rological science to a variety of environ­
mental and economic problems in the 
region. 


