


piece of picket fence which had pierced his neck and protruded from his left temple), an
injured list of 14, and numbers homeless. The lighthouse keeper at Grosse Point, where the
storm crossed the St. Lawrence River, described the situation as follows:

“the cloud passed not over 100 feet west of the lighthouse. 1t was like a great
wall of green smoke. accompanied with hay. straw, pieces of board and all sorts of debris.
The cloud was funnel-shaped and seemed to work like a cork-screw. Wherever it struck,
the water rose high in the air . . . striking land close to the feeder, the house of Francois
Daoust was laid low. He was thrown up into the air and his wife with her young baby was
thrown in a ditch some distance off.”

As long as 18 years ago, Lowe and McKay alluded to the prevalent belief that
tornadoes seldom happen in Canada, and pointed out just how erroneous it is. As recently
as 1973, in a submission to the Solandt Commission, McKay found it necessary to make the
same point over again.

In an effort to discover more about the climatology of tornadoes in eastern
Canada, 1 have started a private project to gather information from newspaper sources.
Besides myself there are two other project team members from the Ontario Weather Centre,
namely Arlene Yakely-Pender and Peter Elms. Locally available clipping files have been
reviewed and nearly 70 dailies in eastern Canada will be approached with a request for
information from their library files. In Ontario, where we have the backing of the regional
director of the A.E.S., the letters have already been mailed and a response is now being
received. The second phase of the project will be to update the information for western
Canada and amalgamate it with that for the east into a national summary of tornado activity.

Besides the newspapers, another important source of tornado information is
the meteorological community itself. Since the CMS Newsletter, The Forecaster and Zephyr
are avenues of communication with this group, may I ask you as editor, to publish an appeal
for tornado information. Details concerning location, date and time, deaths, damage,
peculiarities, meteorological circumstances, etc., for any tofnado event within Canada
would be most happily received at the above address. Even if detail is lacking, and only an
approximate time or location may be available, this information would still be useful. 1
should perhaps point out that for purposes of the project, a tornado event is defined as
follows;

either (a) a funnel cloud has been sighted, touching the ground,

and/or (b) a storm report (by whatever source) indicates the typical char-
acteristics of a tomado, i.e., a narrow swath of damage, cap-
ricious and unusual consequences, large and heavy objects
thrown through the air, unusual atmospheric sounds and coloura-
tion, death and/or destruction.

M.J. Newark
— Co-ordinator
Tornado Project.



