
Morley Thomas attends Asian climate conference 
Morley Thoma~. directo r ge neral of the 

anad1an Ii mate entre partici pated in 
the rechnica l o nference on Climate for 
A\1a and the We~tern Pacific in Guanz­
hou , h1na , December 15-20 and pre -
ent ed a paper on "The ature and co pe 
of Ii mate Applications" on behalf of the 
WM f echn1cal om mi sion for Clima­
tology a nd Applica t ion of Meteorology. 

Mr. Thoma reports that so me I 00 
de lega te a ttend ed, 22 from hina and 70 
more from 19 other co untrie , the World 
Mcteorolog1cal Organiza t ion Secretaria t 
and tec hni ca l co mmissio ns a nd o ther 
int ern a t iona l bodies. O ver th e five days 
so me 35 pa pers were prese nted and the 
main subj ects dealt with were climate 
a pplication , clima te change history a nd 
clima te modelling. In addi ti on, pa nel dis­
cu~sio n led to repo rts on da ta, applica­
tion including wate r and energy, food , 
ocio-economic impacts a nd modelling. 
omment Mr. T ho ma s, " Information in 

the report is not new, but it is hoped that 
it wi ll erve a guid eline material for the 
national weather services of Asia, espe­
cially in developing their climate pro­
gra m ." 

Mr. T homas a lso reported that a draft 
·tatement , agreed in pa rt that "Since cli­
mate i a major fac tor in food productio n, 
water avai lability a nd the effective use of 
energy resources, thi influence becomes 
more ap pa rent as the demand for food , 
wa ter a nd energy approaches the limit of 
avai la bility. " 

A number of national " need s" were 
cited and the co nfe rence appealed to 
governments in Asia and the West Pacific 
to facili tate close cooperation between 
meteorologists a nd ot her professio nals, 
develop cooperative projects, take advan­
tage of knowledge of cli mate influences, 
encourage research and development, in­
form a nd educate people, faci litate better 
data assimilation, improve national train­
ing programs and ensure the availability 
of adequate experience. 

The conference a lso appealed to UN 
specia lized agencies and other interna­
tio na l bodies to increase assista nce to 

governments o that application of cli­
mate knowledge be improved . 

Special eve nts for delegate included 
visi ts to weather stations, commune , 
uni ve rsities, a "cultural park", plus ban­
quets and performances by a youth acro­
batic group . Commented Mr. Thomas, 
" As in western countries app lied meteo­
rology and climatology have not been 
given too much a ttention in past decades 
in Asia, but there are signs that this is 
changing." He added , " I found the Chi­
ne se to be extremely fri endly and 
co urteo us." D 

Meeting with Morley Thomas at the conference are Zhu Rui-Zhao, an applied climatologist (centre) 
and Cheng Chun-Shu , deputy director, both of the Chinese central Meteorological Bureau Peking . In 
the background is G.F. Popov of the Food and Agriculrure organizarion in Rome. 

John Roberts and Gordon McKay address AAAS 
nvironment Minister John Roberts del­

i ered a major address on "Bridging the 
rontier of cience and Public Policy" 

to ome 3,000 delegates at the American 
ssocia tion for the Advancement of Sci­

ence convention held in Toronto January 
3- . 

He immediately reminded his audien­
ce that he "wore two hats in Cabinet" 
---Minister for cience and Technology, 
and Minister of the Environment. Then 
quick I he added, "In my latter capacity I 
have become increasingly conscious of 
the risks asso iated with the exploitation 
in te hnolog of cientific ad ance." By 
, a of example he mentioned Dioxins . 
"the mo t powerful poison known to 
humanit_ ". and cid Rain (12 million 
tons of it omponent chemicals were 
dumped a pre ipitation on Eastern Can­
ada e er ear). 

Mr. Robert said that the Canadian 
go ernment's acid rain research budget 
had been increa ed by $41 million o er 
the next four ears . Then he told his 
audience that "pollutants do not respect 

international boundaries" and that "at 
least half the problem stems from sources 
outside our jurisdiction." Then he warned , 
" In our obsession with cheaper energy 
and the conve rsion of coal for energy 
need s in the U nited States, and without 
the implementation of environmental 
safeguards , we risk meeting short term 
energy objectives at long term costs which 
are staggering." 

Gordon McKay, director of the Clima­
tological Applications Branch, Canadian 
Climate Centre, deli vered two papers . On 
"Climate Change and Energy Use" he 
advised that atmospheric carbon dioxide 
was increasing at a scale of one percent 
over three years , principally as a result of 
the increasing consumption of fossi l fuels , 
and added "present energy projections 
indicate", that "atmospheric levels of CO2 
may double by late in the next century 
causing significant increases in tempera­
tures and changes in precipitat ion pat­
tern." He explained that over the long run 
this would greatly alter agriculture, the 
locations of forests and permafrost, and 
the extent of Arct ic sea ice. Warming 

would generally be seen as beneficial as 
energy costs depress our GNP, Mr. 
McKay added . He was assisted in the 
paper by Terry Allsopp, EARP coordina­
tor , Downsview. 

Addressing the AAAS on the changing 
vulnerability of agriculture to climate 
Mr. McKay illustrated how personal 
vulnerability had decreased while the 
overall cost to society had greatly in­
creased . Within Ontario a nd the Prairies, 
the earliest settlers underwent extreme 
hardship due to drought and cold , but 
diversification of agriculture, new tech­
nology urbanization and industrialization 
and insurance had removed the great per­
sonal vul nerability. Industry now domi­
nated the Ontario economy. Agriculture 
was still dominant over much of the West, 
where co mpetition for water and high 
energy costs were increasing vulnerabil­
ity. " Impact studies fo r the Plains are 
needed to assist governments in planning 
for future se rious droughts which are 
inevitable", Mr. McKay added . He was 
assisted in the paper by Dan Williams of 
the Application and Impact Division . D S 




