
AES Assists 
Japanese TV Crew 
N,ppon Hoso Kyoka1 (NHK)- the Japan
ese National Broadcasting Company - Is 
producing a twelve-part telev1s1on series 
about the geological evolution of planet 
Earth to be called The Miracle Planet The 
series will explore particularly the fragility of 
the Earth's atmosphere. Last June, an NHK 
video crew arrived In Canada to film the 
seventh episode of the series - the 
remnants of the Ice Age in the High Arctic. 

Special NHK program director was 
Kenich1 Maruyama. Besides filming the 
ma1estIc but impassive geological fea
tures, Maruyama wanted to film the people 
at work in AES's ice surveillance and 
weather observing stations. AES wrestles 
with the reality of the High Arctic atmos
phere and converts it into data of use to 
both North America and the entire world . 

Government permission to film was 
requested and granted and the NH K 
video crew benefited from AES knowledge 
and expertise. The AES-NHK link was co
ordinated by senior communications 
advisor Brenda O'Connor and Arctic 
Operations regional superintendent 
Dennis Stossel. 

The program included filming at 
Eureka and Resolute weather stations. At 
Resolute the weather office, upper-air 
station, airport, Inuit settlement, and the 
new AES hangar were filmed . 

Standing in front of an AES ice recon
naissance aircraft, are Kanichi 
Maruyama (left) NHK television crew 
leader, cameraman Shigeru Shimizu 
and Dennis Stossel, Arctic coordin
ator, AES Central Region. 

Film was also shot from an ice observ
ing aircraft. As June is off-season for ice 
observing in the High Arctic, a Lockheed 
Electra had to be specially requisitioned 
and flown into Resolute. The 8-hour flight 
included Axel Heiberg , Ellesmere, 
Cobourg , Devon, Bylot, and north Baffin 
islands. NHK were very pleased with the 
results. Superintendent Stossel says that at 
a height of 2000 metres, in mostly cloud
free skies, textbook examples of the evolu
tion of the Earth's crust were shot. 

Participants in the Miracle Planet film
ing were electronic technician Jerry 
Keable, and ice observers Graham Camp
bell , Donald Isaacs, Cheryl Layton and Bill 

Webb. Comments Stossel : "It was rather 
unique to hear Messrs. Isaacs and (video 
crew member) Sakitsu discussing some of 
the operational facts in French." ACIR's 
Tom Kilpatrick also contributed to the 
success of the operation. 

AES should receive a complimentary 
copy of the unedited NHK video tapes, 
which should prove useful for recruiting 
meteorological technicians for various 
High Arctic employment duties. 

Adapted from a report by Dennis Stossel. 

Upper Air Tech 
does Weather Show 
in lnuktitut 
B efore moving to Resolute Bay N.W.T last 
fall Wayne Davidson of the Hall Beach 
Weather Office walked the three kilometres 
most afternoons to the village. This walk 
was not for his health, but for the weather. 

Wayne did a radio show on local 
weather for the 400-strong Hall Beach Inuit 
community. But no one at the weather 
station understood what he said. This is 
because he did the entire show in lnuktitut 
(the language of the Inuit). About four 
years ago Wayne, who also speaks English 
and French fluently, began learning 
lnuktitut. He did this by talking to the 
older people who visit Montreal. Learning 
lnuktitut is not simple. He had no books, so 
he started to compile his own dictionary. 

There are pitfal ls to learning lnuktitut. 
Soon after beginning the show Wayne 
discovered that the lnuktitut words for 
many things varied from place to place. 
For instance the word "Khaouesaut" which 
Wayne knew meant temperature in the 
East Baffin area meant time in Hall Beach. 
Finally a woman called and asked Wayne 
why he was announcing the time in 
Frobisher Bay. Wayne thought that he was 
announcing the temperature. Still with a 
little practice, Wayne was able to adapt to 
the Hall Beach dialect. 

Wayne tailored the show to the local 
needs. He began the show with the temp
eratures and winds of nearby settlements 
or weather stations. He then read the 
forecast prepared by Environment 
Canada. This short public forecast covers 
the Hall Beach and lgloolik area. This is 
important to the local people since it is 
where they will be hunting and traveling. 

Using the upper air data from the Hall 
Beach aerological observations Wayne 
could discuss the winds and clouds aloft. 

Wayne also tempered the data to 
relate to the season. During the early 
summer the entire village would await the 
breakup up of sea ice This allowed them to 
move about in their boats, hunt walrus and 
set up their summer camps. During the 
winter the sea ice became a highway for 
snowmobiles and dogteams. But there 

was a period between the winter and the 
summer when it was not safe for travel. The 
villagers had to wait to use their boats 

By talking to some of the older people 
in the villages Wayne was able to gather 
general information about the temper
atures and haze conditions that existed 
before the weather stations were set up. 
One older man in Clyde River related how 
in the winter of 1933 diesel fuel froze in the 
barrels and the people of the area were 
starving. 

By now Wayne will have moved to 
Resolute Bay, N.W.T so Hall Beach is 
minus its weather show. Hopefully 
Resolute will gain what Hall Beach lost, 
and Wayne will be able to continue his 
shows there. 

Dangerous goods, 
shipping needles to the 
Arctic, concern 
warehouse staff 
S ome people at AES Headquarters know 
a little about the duties of the warehouse 
staff. The remainder think that the staff only 
work when they are required to render a 
service. 

The warehouse staff comprises six 
men who know all the functions relating to 
warehousing , shipping and receiving . 
Have you ever stopped to think how you 
receive your purchases from the sup
pliers? Some of the items arrive without any 
means of identifying the recipient, other 
items are so large that special equipment 
must be rented to handle them. An 
example is the new weather radar equip
ment. Special arrangements had to be 
made for shipping this equipment to the 
different sites. 

The shipping of dangerous goods 
has become a focal point in the past year 
or so. The warehouse staff had to take a 
course dealing with the shipping and 
handling of dangerous goods. If the re
quired dangerous goods certificate con
tains any false information the shipper is 
liable to a $100,000 fine or a year imprison
ment or _both; therefore it is important that 
the packer and shipper are made aware of 
any dangerous items to be shipped. 
Dangerous goods must be packed 
according to regulations. 

The annual resupply for Eastern 
Arctic weather stations normally starts 
about December and carries on until the 
following August Bookings have to be 
made for space on the ships. The ship
ments must be consolidated. Each station 
has its own specific colour coding and all 
smaller items must be packed in large tri
wall containers. So next time you take a 
special piece of equipment to the ware
house for shipping you will know that it will 
be packed and handled with care. 

Tom Maiden 
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