
The Pro!e s s ionel Tratn1ft& of Me teorologis t. 
1n Can..:!. . 

19) ) 1976 

The flrst attoll.!)t to prC'l' 1de for_l "d.en'. t!le tratnina f or 

,"6le orologhts i n C .. \ad. f.,.. t he Meteorological Servic .. bes.n 1n 19)) . 

In r:onj unct 1on ",tth the ~4t .. or olog1c t.l Service , a one ye u poet-grad, lI.te 

gradu.t e s t udents f r o,", Toronto and other ,miv e .. ,, 1th. ", .. r .. fi .. l&Cted fer 

t r a 1n ing , uce iv od an ~ . /I.. d eg r .... in ""e t .. or clogy , and e nte rod. tho Service 

Prior t o t hh . acad .. ,io tra i n! r..:; in r.etto or oloU .. u ech iuvfod 

Qllt.ide of Canada , bef ore or a ! ter ent .. ri .. ..: t he ~ ... t eor ol o,1cal :;ervlce , 

an1 th r ough the v i sit. of ..... l nfll'lt t oreign " .. t e orologist , . in 19)) both 

in Toronto . Such v!. ~ l ts , t he Sl'0\I1no; interest in t he sc i e noe , and. tho de-

.. ard s fer se .. n i n tho b irth of t ho a ir ase ,,,, d oubt C on~ rt':ollt ed to lhoo dos1 .... 

to establt.h the X. A. co~-s~ at l he ~niver5 ity of Tor onto. 

"''' 1.<;)7 t he . .. rvice . Nl or ga"he<l u the tt ... t .. orol og i cal D1v \ . 1on 

n"",bera of for .. cut ers ",er fl n fl9d ed to prC'l'\:!e "erv\.c o tor t he gr"",tng 

n .. t",orlc of ne'" .1: route. . At tht. t1<1Of1 practical traln\.ne for M. A. 
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.rarluates was I.n1t1&.too 1'1 the Phys ics 5""t10'1 of the Divlsion. Aho, 

r "cr"l.t~ f.". the Y. . A. l""og".'" >lOre being hired for 5U1111'l er .. ",ploYl"omt as 

s t "dent usistants prtO!' to cOf'UlIencw.ent of thfltr acad ... ic y".Il' .t the 

TJniv,,!'sity e~ Toronto . Ap;>roxtmately 10 ~tu:i .. nts per ye ar " e .. e tra1r.ed 

in this ",ann&r until ~' lr inton"pt..:! unlv .. r51~y training in 1941. 

Th" \01..:' Yeus 

'';tlh t he on!et of th" Sec oOO "' .. rId '"jar th .. ",lUtu), .. f~lI!rt , 

.. s ~,.,e1ally ~h" 3rithh ComtTlOnlfulth Atr 1',..1'11ng Plan, ' ''nen t ad "n 

" nO"-"'t"'3 and soode:'! Mad for ",e .. .. otologist" 1.'1 both for&e . sting .nd 

1'15tl""ot1on .. 1. :eln. Thls Mod br"" as the "." erfort gre", In 

re!Hlons .. . an .. " typ" of short , intensive professional tr .. 1nlng ..... s intr o­

d 'lcec! in N:w erlbo .. 1940. A varlety at u'llse . sity g,.ad<l"t.. ~ .... 1th .. !)I.ck­

ground in "'a th,,:r.aU.cs and OhYSl.C5 '''ere r .. cruit ,," for a .rour :-.onth CGW'S" 

1" " .. teorology and !'o,ac1stlng , uri s~nt to aI., train in" and other ~t .. t\ons 

as - .. ss~st .. nt for~ <:a stel"s" and m~t.,O!'ol0i':lcal instructors . 

As s ta~fl.ng ?"r",UtOJd, SO""3 o~ t he "'.ore .~.de"'l.cally quali!'ied 

!!tort CoUr5 0 gr .. 1uatos '010,. ., ret urn ..o. f!;' r "adva nced training" , whlcn 

alla>lOd t ne", to "",.form wlde r d ·~ties as l.nd .. pen:l er.t forac""st,,rs . Spechl 

arrango,""nts witn tho 'In\.v ,,rsity o.r TO!'onto porOll ttod t hose forecast", s 

who h ... " t.lc" n t il " advanced cc<.:.rS B to quallfy .rcr an ~! . A . degr",, !>,.- P.\55\.'" 

c., ,. tal. n q <lll.llfylng "XA:r15 in o S~"nth: subjects. Und" , theso com1t1ons , 

a nU(I\b"r of !'o~cast .. r! " e r" able to achi"v e an r. . A. d el::r" .. in l'Iet,e"rol .. sy 

b .. !ore th" end or tho war and in t he t wo y .... r 5 l.",.,..odiately following. Ir. 

11.11 , twelve Short coW'ses gr .. dl.\ated II. total of 350 assist .. nt rore" .. shr~ 

during th" ..... r y e .. rs , of whom 92 rec eiv~ r<lrther advllr.eod tr .. tr.l.ng . 
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I b" Peet ;/1.£ run 

Tb" .,rd of tt.. war ~"Qught vi'. h it th" clos ... r .. of I".os t of the 

.. Uilary bu,,! , and an lind to tho, i ntensft pr"Uu.r~ of ... &55 \.11 " pr oflluional 

tratni ng . n., Hue.reb and Tr a ining Socttor'l introduc ed tho f i rst rftfruher 

COlll'""I , t vo bo t!""' ,hen d lL- I.,., . .: the 19~rl.6 {heal :lu r . Th" CoW-SO" .... rot 

s \x ~""ks long and lotal "nroll~ent nuebereo:!. 25 . The wart ine sbor~ coUr S. 

l<I a5 d i scontinued . aid the last a<!v .. ~..:1 COVr"$ ft W.t.ll givlln in J an - Aug 1946. 

Al though :o111tar y e~ltt.ent' vore dT."t l ~ .. lly rad~ed and 

prohss lon&l t,. .. tn1ng of new pers onnel had v 1t tll"Uy c "ued at t h" " nd o!' 

til" " " r , .. n<ted for .. n"w t r.tnll'~ progrl.l!: SoOfl r""llpeareo:!. . r~ of t he 

"arttm. short cO'Jrs" ""r50n",,1 re t u.rnoo to civiU An ell r ""I"II , anI oth"rs 

lacKed s uffiCient q,ua.1l.flcatlons to P<1rSII.9 .d" .... ced tra ining in M t e or olocy. 

At Lha u.~ t1 .... . c ivU t .n ..... l..Uon an:! pubU" weath~r ser vices resu..:od a 

,,\.gorou~ u owt !'o t h.t !-.. 1 ~.n interr upted by t 'l. war . b .. ""nsuqu"nce tw" 

new " ourus of' t r al.n1", \lOr .. c."".loped . ... totally rov iud and expanded 

"A~~hhnt ~~teor01ogtst· course r or , ent'lra} a..ch .,10r degree gradu. t .. , .. as 

introd'Jced i n 19/;1 . Th" one 1'!' 1Ll' Un h " ,.sl. ty "r tor ont " M . .. . progra.:. • 

dor"' ..... t sin"" early in th .. "a,. , "'. ~ rM.! es ii!jna:l arrl in:;tituted aitain tn 191;8. 

t ho "o.t- "'a,. Y. . A. progru , whlc;h beqan In 19118 , c ont inued 

unttl 196) " hun th" lu~ seven graduates r .. ""l"a! th,,!.r d e;:r..o . !i ()Wev .. r, 

.. n." M. Sc . prog"''" i n ,.,t.orology had boom sterte-o: at HcCiill Univau Hy 

in 1961 , in conjunction wHh tho develo;l",ont or. Deparlmeflt o! !-IEoteorology . 
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s:-a,,\I,,&tes in .. tvo )leU' Col,lue of s tlE!.les , ... h tch l ed to .n M. S<: . degr " 

Thl s ne- two ye.r pro-

.t t he tlnl v .. ~ s tt y of Alberta. ThrOU(;h cout t he 1960 ' s untH tho present 

Thh n,,'" M. Sc . pr ogram urrlo ,..,." nt an \,.porhnl chan, _ i n HI 

o onf'O$ ~U on of s t lde'lll U ti"e ... nt or: • InH ~ .Uy • mos l 

di r .. .,t e ntry honour a gr aduattos 11'0 III& t hMUltic5 and phys1"s . 

a"ade", ic 'lard i ng t o an a"""ptabh l otV.1 . th ls pl"ceuoent of "orthy 

1950 . "~th t h" n ~ '" I' •• S" . pr oGra :ll , It Va' " natur.l c onS9'1uenco t hat .. 

deSir ed t.o c onti "" th.ir St~105 t ow.ard .. Ph. D. 1n order to assure .. lu~ncl"nt 

olO8tl t ' ... or . 91'0"0" .... , 00 to r ot ... :-n to 'Jnt".rsl ty for .. '1u.lirl"tr~ r,u.r of 
the coc: ru l t 1,.,.. 

stud lU .n;! t hen to ento .. t he YO . S" . pr ogr .. "" Thus , by 1970Jd lrltC t entry 

Ihl s poltcy or 

10a;:!1n;: t h') ~: . S c . cOCl.rses has conti nued llu-ou('; h to t!l .. ?"olont U "'."l . 
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In c on.lll...:tlon with the t wo '1u~ 11. s.: . prO£fa .. . t he l'.etllgrolO\>lcal 

Li l. v t sl.on .;I",'eloped "hort refre sher - ... p:lat" COllrs8S for the BtOJdsnt.$ . 

Thelll were giv e:'! at. l~" .. rod of both thll fir5t an::! second year of I1 .Se 

'rho &,c),fllor 0" " ,,,,& Progrt:!l 

:;,., . 1) " .. nt tru-ough an !IIIoluti<)n w!lleh bro"J!;bt H to th .. fllQlt rl'Cent 

ve rsion . "3. 50 . ¥ ... teorologI.Sl CourM, No. )2 " . Con6"euUve """,bodr.g 

lias ",d nhinoo. • althOL.l.gh 0 1'111 service classification ch.ngn .lttlr tod 

t he ".&119 of tho courS e alana: the ~'.y . In t he ... r1y 1"50 '5, enlranl$ IIII:e 

Late,. thoy ...... ,. .. ~nroll.rl as, . rod gu.:I. .... tsd as ~.eteorolOil.e.l ern e",:-" . 

Finally, tho., ... ",.fl enrolled as I:'teo,.ologlsts , :;,.ad .. t , at'd the COil:" .. 

• • • 

J.o~. olot ' s d""""" , "'it h ,ut.hsr. 't1~s And !,hys ic s . Fon "", ~ nt four :r.on~hs 

of &o , :1.",k tr .. lr. ~ na and l.~orltcry \(0,,\0; .. ', the l'.fIt"o:r ol og\eal fl t"hion , 

ope,atior.al training at P.Ck< Stat ~on trenton. 

dW' tr" th" 1950 ' 3 , brollf:ht about 'toy th .. r Bact.h"aUcn o!' l~atn t nc: bu .. , in 

Th" progra~ tnitlally iraduated rrc~ 
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10 t o 20 B. Se • • • teor ologlst. 9"f Y"lr . 1'111:0 inc reased to bot ween 

20 an:! 40 .. ySa!' 1n the 1960 ' • • • nd c r o;>ped to to 1n the :.osl recDnt.ly 

whon 'S7 

As :OO~" and !'lONI gr&(\"ate' r ron thfl\IB cour ses ... tll~ned to 
<"< 

II nive .. eHy to parUcl pate in U:o ~ .A . p:"oc; r .. ., "o.:I n .. t .... t"'~ :/,ur ~ . Sc . 

PTObra", • the q:l.ll.~ic.tton~ o~ ."rl1e&n~ 5 r OS .. to high!! :" l"".ls , and 

1 0])1\<.' .nt5 for the a.Se . eO~ru ~.a.d hDrlOllr5 d ecrees 1n :utheuUas .nd 

Qhystc! , and ar.y....here r rOlll 10 to 20 f ull <l ni" r g:radll.t.1I eOIH Ua 1n those 

'll~jl>Cts . In ract , _ny o~ thuG atu(i<!mts h.d ",orO lIn:lng:-.du.t e o;-r l'rltt s 

than t ho o"ltl~nal honours ,n-h.-t o! "nrollud in ~ he ,,11"1y r.. A. CO II:"50 

length of t!-;o t~. 0::0",.,,, 1r. .1.1 phun or , ,.aining hd lrowtl to . 1aost 

Ot!wr chIng .. , occur ,. ..:! t n tho location .t. . hteh VI:'\OUI phalli:; of 

( It .,,. , a :'rl di!cOl'\ '.il'lurl In 1968. Th" fi r.oJ. oohan of operation .. l 

tu. ln1n( at. RCA F Station Trenton w.s dh,:,on~1"<led art~r 1971> . • \ t h 

9..118 winniocg . 
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Fnncophone 1Tatning 

l'r:01ntnl; of r!'ar>eo.,hcme 9. 50 . IIIOIt .. orologi3ts 10'15 ~".li:ed .... ~"!'l 

a contract "IH. the ~'nl.v orsH>· o!' Qu,,1a<: .1. Montr".l was 5ii>neci in 197J . 

The f~,.st eourse bltg"" in 1974 • ,,1.1.1': acado"'l.e .. 1"01 praotical tral.nl.n,;: 

sl."n ar to that oolng giv"" to i::ngHsh spaakl.nll stu:!ent s .t A. E.S . liead-

1,,&,.1.":"5 . t~.", tl.r..~ phase of o?erat1cnal t,..ln i nii in .. !liomisted ",,,.t",,r 

ofne .. , "I.S !;\ven by Fr"nc~. !".,.kl.ng instructors a ~ .\ . 1:: . 5 , He &dquutors . 

As · ... ttll. their EnglIsh counterpart s , th~ runcophone gr .. rl u.at " s rfloC"l.vod 

r ... UhrizaUon t,.. alning at C.nw.1&" Fo~a5 .. 58 ,~·tnn1p9g upon oompl~l ion 

of thah COurSe . 

By Clarence ~n"er (1916) 


