
Scientists concerned about ozone holes 
At Saskatoon, on March 19, 1987, AES 
launched a research balloon into the up­
per atmosphere 's ozone layer. The he­
lium-filled balloon was almost as high 
(28m) as a 10-storey building and It ear­
ned measuring instruments that radioed 
back data as It rose ever upward. It 
reached a height of 35 km where, at a 
command from the ground, it burst , and 

the instruments parachuted back to 
earth. 

Scientists are very concerned to ex­
plain the appearance of "holes" in the 
ozone layer which appear for two months 
every year above both the Arctic and the 
Antarctic . The "hole" above the Arctic is 
much smaller. Whether these "holes" are 
caused by natural weather conditions 

AES scientists carry out the pre-dawn launch of the Stratoprobe balloon in Saskatoon. 

40th Anniversary of 
Eureka 
Forty years ago three Canadians and 
three Americans landed at a remote site 
on Ellesmere Island , about 1500 kilome­
tres north of the Arctic Circle. They went 
there to set up Canada's first weather 
station in the high Arctic. They had no 
idea Eureka would someday become so 
important. 

Murray Dean was one of the first 
Canadians at Eureka. In 1947, he was a 
28-year-old radio operator for the 
weather service. He remembers the day 
he landed there like it was yesterday. 

" It wasn1 at all frightening or any­
thing ," he says. "The weather was pleas­
ant. Actually, the first difficulty we ran into 
was discovering how hard the ground 
was frozen and how impossible it was to 
sink any tent pegs. Nevertheless, we put 
up a tent ." 

Dean added that after all the tents 
were put up, there was some confusion 
over which flag should fly over the site: 
the American or the Canadian. 

"The American officials over there 
got us confused as if we were In their 

network, but we made it well known that 
this was a Canadian enterprise. The 
Americans were willing , of course, to 
concede that we were on our territory." 

John Perrick is now officer-in-charge 
at the station . He says its major function is 

Eureka N. W. r weather office. 

above the poles or by pollution collecting 
over the poles is what such balloon 
launches as the Saskatoon launch of 
March 19 is trying to determine. 

Canada is a world leader in ozone 
research and the Saskatoon launch will 
contribute significantly to ozone analysis. 

J.G. 

to release a weather balloon every 12 
hours which col lects and transmits infor­
mation to weather centres all over the 
world . In addition, important scientific 
work is carried out at the station. 

(from a CBC Radio News item) 
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