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150 And 
Still Going 
Strong 
Recent celebrations across the country 
surrounding the 150th Anniversary of 
Continuous Weather Observing took 
many forms: some elaborate, others 
quiet and several involving the media. 

November-December 1990 

Beyond all the pomp and circum­
stance, let us look at the reason for 
the celebrations, the reason the occa­
sion was important, the reason it all 
works ... PEOPLE. 

Actors and weather observer Jiri Werner illustrate past and present observation 
methods at Toronto ceremony. 

On September 10, Pacific region's Pat 
Pender, Margart Phelan and a crew of 
reporters new by helicopter to Cape 
Scott, located on the northern tip of 
Vancouver Island. There they 
presented long-time Cape Scott light­
house keepers Don and Linda 
Weeden an award and gift for their 
continued service in the lighthouse 
weather observation program. 

On McGill campus in Montreal, an 
event was held in late October in rec­
ognition of the pioneering efforts of 
Dr. Smallwood who set up Quebec's 
first official observatory there 117 
years ago. Al o for the month of 
October the "History of Weather 

Observing in Canada" display was on 
exhibit at the Nova Scotia Museum. 
Senior AES historian Morley Thomas 
gave a talk on weather observing in 
Canada, at the museum. 

In Brandon, plaques were presented 
to the Agriculture Canada Station to 
commemorate 100 years of observ­
ing. Mrs. Marjorie Mathison ac­
cepted an award on behalf of her 
family who has been taking observa­
tions near Ham iota, Manitoba for 60 
years. A wards were also presented to 
long-time weather and climate 
observers in Western region. 

The largest celebration was the one 
that took place on September 5th on 
the University of Toronto campus. 
While weather broadcasters across the 
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country wore sweatshirts bearing a 
replica of the postage stamp marking 
the anniversary, guests of the celebra­
tion enjoyed the unveiling of an 
historic plaque, historical re-enact­
ments of the fust weather observation 
and the music of the Royal Canadian­
Artillery Band. A crew of organizers 
from Ontario region and Downsview 
included: John Mills, Nancy Cutler, 
David Phillips, Gordon Black, Brian 
Kirkpatrick, Tom Hacking, Brenda 
Smith .... and many more. 

While the events were special in their 
own right, they all recognized the 
efforts of individuals. We owe the tra­
dition of 150 years to our hundreds of 
climate and weather observers and to 
people like those mentioned above. 
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But most of all, we owe this tradition 
to the people of AES. For 150 years 
weather ~ervice employees have been 
contributing to the vast collection of 
data which is necessary in the prepa­
ration of forecasts and over the long­
term, of vital use to scientists-study­
ing global wanning and other 
climatic shifts likely to affect our en­
vironment. 

In Downsview on September 6 there 
was a gathering with cake and coffee, 
a tribute to the continuing hard work 
of employees. ADM Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell noted the service of AES 
employees everywhere. 

You said .... 
We can't thank you enough for your 
response to the bright yellow Zephyr 
surveys. An astoundjng 610 of just 
over 2,500 employees responded by 
the August deadline. And here it is 
November and we're sti ll getting 
yellow mail. 

You told us you like staff changes 
and AES news the best, and staff 
leisure activities and health and safety 
articles the least. Most of you like 
Zephyr every three months but then 
again, many of you felt the informa­
tion was out of date at that frequency. 

The comments on the surveys were 
quite consistent and very telling. 
Most of you felt there was not enough 
regional content, and too much 
coverage of Downsview staff and 
management. 

We'll try to balance the content a 
little more and improve the timeli ­
ness. But, if you don ' t tell us what's 
happening in your office, nobody else 
will know either. 

Once again, thank you for your input 
and keep in mind we will cont inue to 
need feedback on how we're doing. 

The Face Behind Zephyr 

Gordon Black 

Many see Zephyr as a friend who 
visits every few months with informa­
tion about colleagues, work and the 
like. For the last decade, Gordon 
Black has been the face behind 
Zephyr. As Gordon moves on to 
other comm unications activities 
within AES, let's take a look at the 
man behind the magazine. 

Before Gordon came to AES, he was 
Public Relations Director of the 
French Government Tourist Office in 
Canada. Before that, he was on the 
PR staff at Expo 67 and free-lanced 
for various media including the 
Toronto Star, Toronto Sun, Canadian 
Living and Toronto Life. 

Gordon is deeply involved with the 
Canadian Science Writers Associa­
tion , and as a non-scientist has 
brought a different perspective to 
AES. Few know that Gordon is a 
playwright; one of his plays was 
staged in Montreal several years ago. 
Or that he enjoys classical music, is a 
science fiction buff, a swimmer and a 
stamp collec tor. Gordon was instru­
mental in securin g the postage stamp 
com memorati ng the 150th anniver­
sary. It is also not widely known that 
Gordon could publish Zephyr in not 
only English and French but, Spanish 
or German as well. He picked up a 
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few of these skills at Cambridge Uni­
versity in his native England where 
he completed a Masters degree in lin­
guistics and undergraduate work in 
economics. 

One of Gordon's favorite Zephyr 
stories was his 1983 eye-witness 
report on El Chich6n. Eight months 
after the eruption of this Mexican 
volcano, Gordon visited the site on 
one of many of his international 
vacations. Renting an airplane to fly 
over the volcano, he brought the 
inside scoop home to Zephyr. Gordon 
also remembers with fondness 
working with cartoonist Fouad Fanaki 
and the uproar some of his politically 
sensitive cartoons caused. 

Gordon liked the breadth and freedom 
that editorship of Zephyr brought 
him. He enjoyed toting around his 
little Olympus camera and taking his 
own photographs, but wishes he could 
have spent more time visiting the 
regions. 

We thank Gordon for years of enjoy­
able reading. Leslie Buchanan-Jones 
of Communications Directorate in 
Downsview is our new editor. 

Go 
Green 


