
6 

Library acquires tornado file 

Mike Ne11 ·ark .1ho11 1 hi, .1pl'C'ial wrnado file to 
lihraria11 Lilita S1rip 11iek.1 ,l'l,ile 1•i.1i1ing the 
A ES Du, rn., ,·iew lihrarr. 

The AES D o wnsview library ha 
rece ived a unique do na ti o n, o f grea t 
pract ica l va lue to meteoro logi t a nd 
resea rche rs. It i a detailed reco rd o f 
Ca nadia n to rnad oes ove r a pe ri od o f 
mo re tha n 200 yea rs. The do no r i Mike 
Newa rk curre ntl y hea d o f the Building 
a nd Co nstructi o n Re ea rch Unit o f AES 
Ca nadia n C lima te Ce ntre a nd fo rmerly a 
supervising meteoro logi t a t the Onta ri o 
Wea the r Ce ntre who fro m 1980 to 1982 
spec ia lized in severe summe r sto rms. 

The to ry of this large a nd impre ive 
to rnad o fil e runs as fo llows: 

In the um me r of 1975 , a tornado 
struck the town of Georgetown, Ontario . 
Mike Newa rk , who was also a writ er and 
a CBC radio weather commentator, 
drove o ut to view the da mage. Wa nting 
so m e hi s torical and t e chnic a l 
b a ck g r o und to s upplem e nt th e 
Georgetown incident, he was surprised to 
find tha t little Canadian information 
ex isted. Some meteo rologi t even 
denied tornadoes ex isted in Onta rio . 
Cha llenged , Newa rk set out to prove that 
they do . 

Proof itself was no t hard to esta blish 
but now Newark was lured on by the 

s triking hiatu s in m e te o rologi cal 
literature - how o ften, when, and whe re 
do tornadoes occur in Canada . T o 
answe r thi , it wo uld be necessary to 
co llect a la rge vo lume o f ma teria l. He 
trave lled wide ly o ut o f town to the o ffi ces 
o f da ily a nd wee kl y newspa pers, 
sea rching the ir " mo rgues". He broadcast 
ra di o a pp ea l fo r info rm a ti o n , 
interviewed people wh o had witnessed 
to rnadoe , made fi eld su rveys o f severe 
weather eve nts a nd ea rched for a rchive 
ma te ria l. 

In 1977, he was jo ined by Peter J . 
Elm , a n A E meteo ro logica l technicia n, 
who fo r the nex t fi ve yea rs ded ica ted h is 
spa re time to co llec ting documenta ry 
fac t and repo rt a bout to rnadoe . A yea r 
la ter, in I 978 Newa rk a nd Elm bega n 
co lla bo ra ting with P ro fes o r K.D . Hage. 
o f the Unive r it y o f Albe rta, who was 
d o ing muc h the a me wo rk in Albe rta 
a nd Sas ka tchewa n. By thi time, 1ewa rk 
had hired a na ti o na l newspa per clipping 
ervice - a nd wha t had begun in 1975 as 

a mino r enquiry. now beca me a 
significa nt a nd o ri gina l re ea rch project. 

A th e New a rk - Elm co ll ecti o n 
ex panded , other que tio n a rose -
a bout to rnado easo ns, the length a nd 
width o f to rnado pa th , the ex tent a nd 
everit y o f da ma ge, dea ths a nd injurie . 
ewa rk now had to ge t a ll his raw 

ma teria l ys tema tica lly o rga nized . 

The fil e is a rran ged c hro no logica lly by 
province. beginning with da ta a bout 18th 
and 19th ce ntury to rnadoes a nd o n int o 
the mo re ubsta ntia l da ta abo ut 20th 
century tornadoe . ach processed fil e 
contain a proj ec t summa ry sheet lis tin g 
such ite ms a time, loca tio n, le ngth a nd 
width of pa th , da mage estima tes. 
injuries, deaths, and homeless. Path 
map and ph o tographs a re also includ ed . 

The fil e also contain tatistical and 
.interpreta tive reports on tornadoe 
which ewark terms "the most complex 
of severe weather phenomena ." From his 
raw material , he has extract ed statistica l 
tables. and map and has transcribed 
ordinary language descriptions into 
digital format for data processing. 

The entire file - four fi ling cabinet 
shelves - has now been donated to the 
AES library. In 1982. Peter J. Elms 

retired and Newark himself, in 1983 , was 
transferred to o ther AES duties in which 
to rnad o resea rch " reluctantly became a 
much lower priority." 

The Michael J. Newark-Pe1er J. Elms 
Tornado File will no t circula te beyond 
the libra ry as much of the ma terial , if los t 
o r de troyed , ca nn ot be replaced. 
However, the fil e is open for everybody' 
u e and its material may be photocopied . 
While th e fil e itself will not be upd a ted , 
the Libra ry inte nd s to sea rch the 
Ca nadia n 'ews pa per Ind ex da ta base 
pe ri odica lly to provide up-to-da te 
new pa per repo rts o n to rnad oes and 
invi te do na tio ns of Canad ian to rnado 
material. 

, ; 

T he fi le. acco rding to J a nice G lover, 
A E head lib ra ria n, is "a uniq ue a nd 
o rigi na l co llec ti o n a nd a di t ingui hed 
add iti o n to the lib ra ry's a rch ives. " 

Bah Bo11rhonnais (le.ft) and Ray Walker, 111·0 
A ES Ice ohserl'ers stand in front of their 

a11adian Coastg ,,ard DCJ ice reconnaissance 
p la11e. The occasion 11·as an unusual stop in 
Toro1110 10 p ick 11p /11'0 journalists accompany­
ing ohsen •ers and crell' on a sched11led 1hree 
day .flight o ,•er 1he Creal Lakes 10 Thunder 
Bay. ormal~I' 1he 12-hour, 2 000 kilom elre 
trip is made ll'eeklr ow of O1 1a 11·a during 1he 
11'i111 er 11·i1h 1he p lane.flying o ,•er the lakes and 
1he St . La11 ·rence s.1·s1em at an al'erage heigh, 
of 500 m etres. Ice conditions 11·ere severe this 
year and the 111 ·0 A ES ohserl'ers si11ing up 
/ i-0111 in 1he p lane near the p ilOls 11·ere k epi 
husy making l'isual sightings and plo 11 ing 
maps in order 10 pass on 1•al11ahle in.formation 
10 ships 11s i11g the Great Lakes. The data 
enahled the \'essels 10 a,•oid ice hazards and 
hecome a11 ·are of coastal .flooding caused hy 
ite ja,ns. 
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