
He came, he saw, 
he asked about W04s. 
His mission: to probe 
your thoughts 
As plans for the implementation of 
WSOs continue, what is the future of 
the WO4? Donald Watt, an EG from 
Whitehorse, set out to examine this 
question. Over a five-week period 
Watt visited all AES regions, talked 
to over 50 technicians and more than 
20 forecasters and regional manage­
ment staff. This is what he found. 

"There were some well informed 
people who are making strategic 
decisions about their careers," began 
Watt. "But I also talked with many 
EGs who feel frustrated trying to find 
out where they are heading and what 
the evolving Service has in store for 
them." 

The modernization process is being 
approached differently across Canada. 
In Kelowna, the EGs he talked to 
were enthusiastic about the possibili­
ties the prototype WSO will offer. A 
need was expressed for good commu­
nications between the WSO and 
W04s. Pacific Region is working on 
a project which will allow W04s to 
interact directly with WSO Worksta­
tions. 

On the other coast, Atlantic Region is 
promoting advanced training for EGs. 
They expect the W04s to assume a 
new look with a smaller number of 
staff. One of the EGs interviewed 
had already been cross-trained, had 
enjoyed the test-bed experience and 
found the extra training to have been 
beneficial. Now that he is back in the 
old-style W04, he feels frustrated 
using someone else's forecast prod­
uct. 

Employee comments varied greatly 
across the country. As the WSO 
concept is still evolving, there will be 
many career possibilities. Watt . 
visited the test-site of the District 
Officer concept in south-western 
Saskatchewan. He found it to be an 
innovative approach that could lead 
to a challenging new career option for 
experienced EGs. 

Watt's appraisal was that two-way 
communication between management 
and staff is a must to help EGs deal 
with the misunderstandings that exist 
today. He also recommended that 
"EGs be patient in their search for 
answers and recognize that the 
modernization process is in flux and 
evolving slowly." 

Satellite imagery interpretation in Pacific Region 

AES studies Kuwait oil fires 
Presently, more than 500 oil wells are 
reported to be on fire in Kuwait, 
burning an estimated one to five 
million barrels per day. AES scien­
tists are studying the possible effects 
using climate models and are sharing 
the results with the international 
community in order to help prepare 
for the possible consequences. A 
report with recommendations is 
expected shortly. 

The Kuwaiti fires are not expected to 
directly affect Canadian air quality or 
significantly alter the rate of increase 
of global atmospheric CO2 concentra­
tions. If the fires continue to bum 
however, the CO2 could amount to 
almost 25% of the CO2 released each 
year by motor vehicles. 

Large volumes of dark, sooty smoke 
are being released by the fires and 
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The rapid spread and acceptance of 
satellite information within Pacific 
Region WO4s has resulted in need for 
training in satellite imagery interpre­
tation. A program is ongoing at the 
Pacific Weather Centre to train all 
regional Weather Service Specialists. 
The following were participants in a 
recent interpretation training course: 
Laurie Neil (instructor), PWC, Uwe 
Becker, LMWO, Philippe Garcia, 
Venezuela, Mike Newman, Victoria, 
Bruce Heslip, Fort Nelson, Bob 
Duffy, Kamloops, Jim Richards, 
Castlegar, Brian Robilliard, LMWO, 
George Reynolds, Port Hardy, Jamie 
MacDuff, LMWO, Bud Foster, 
Victoria, Dave Lahn, Kelowna, 
Randy McCumsey, Fort St. John, 
John Stewart, Prince George, Daryl 
Brown, LMWO, Ross Klock, 
Penticton, Larry Funk (instructor) 
Missing from photo, John How, 
Terrace 

black rain has been reported in 
southern Turkey and 4irtY snow in the 
Himilayan regions of India. If 
seasonal winds become stronger and 
more zonal, smoke could extend 
eastward over Asia, but is not ex­
pected to have a noticable effect on 
North American air quality or cli­
mate. 


