
Improved weather services 
for Canadian farmers 
A Memorandum of Understanding 
5igned last January between Environ­
ment anada and Agricultural Canada 
will lead, according to Jim McCulloch, 
director general Field Services, to 
improved weather services of direct 
benefit to anadian farmers. 

Under term of the agreement signed 
by Blai r Seaborn , deput y minister, 

n viro nm e nt Ca nada and Gaetan 
Lu ier, dep uty minister, Agricu lture 

anada, A will co ntinue to take into 
a co unt agr icultural requirements in 
public weather service programs. This 
include is uing weather forecasts for 
today and tomorrow and an outlook for 
the nex t three days for the general 
pub lic, including farmers. Longer range 
foreca t will be issued when the tech­
no logy ha been proven. 

Provincial committees have already 
been e tablished in three provinces and 
other are ex pected shortly to identify 
l he pecia l forecast needs of farmers in 
th eir areas. The e committees will 
in clude representatives of the AES, 
Agriculture Canada, the provincial 
department of agriculture and farmers 

Thanks to the M emorandum of Understanding 
signed between En vironment Canada and 
Agriculture Canada, this farmer can look for­
ward to improved farm weather forecasts. 

co ncerned . Provincial resources may be 
used to obtain additional local obser­
vatio ns as required and to assist in the 
dissemination of forecasts to the 
farmers. 

Proposals are also at hand for AES to 
issue special forecasts in consultation 

with farmers, and subject to the 
provinces provlding additional infor­
mation . For example the forecasts 
would cover frost warnings, drying 
indexes for hay, forecasts for irrigation , 
spraying of fruit trees and would supply 
data as required on application of pesti­
cides, fungicides and fertilizers. 

Examples of special weather services 
include frost warnings, drying index for 
hay, forecasts for irrigation , spraying of 
fruit trees and data required by farmers 
to determine the best time for 
application of herbicides and fertilizers. 

Every effort will be made to ensure 
that weather information is in forms 
that are readily accessible and under­
standable to farmers. While information 
will be made available to Broadcast 
News, it is expected that AES Weather 
Offices and Weatheradio will have 
major roles to play . 

Commenting on the agreement, Mr. 
McCulloch said , "I feel sure joint 
partici pation with the provinces and the 
farm organizations will lead to develop­
ment of the best possible weather service 
fo r farmers in each region of Canada." 

WMO Secretary General visits AES 
Profe or Aksel Wiin-Nielsen , Secretary 
General of the World Meteorological 
Organization , pent a busy day visiting 

Dow n view headquarter in 
1arch . Hi activities included lecturing , 

meeting management and scientific per­
onnel, and touring ome of the late t 

meteorologi a l research and develop­
ment in ta ll a tion . 

In anada to present the University of 
Toront o' ndrew Thom on Memorial 

eel ure, u uall delivered by a world­
renowned cienti t , Profe o r Wiin-

iel en fou nd the time to vi it such AES 
inn ation a a weather-programmed 
Telid n demon tration and the trato­
spheric pollution laboratorie of the 

tmo pheric Re earch Directorate, where 
a demonstration of the ne, Brewer spec­
tr photometer wa given. 

The highlight of Profes or Wiin­
ielsen' vi it wa hi lecture on "Wavy 

1'1 ti n" gi , en in the Auditorium and 
attended by some 150 cienti t from 

. the uni er itie , the Canadian 
lete rologi al and Oceanographic o­

ciety and the private ector. Hi pre ent-

ation consisted of a mathematical look 
at global-scale "block ing" sit uations, or 
atmospheric conditions that cause the 
weather in a region to "stall " or stay the 
same for several weeks. His study took 
into account the effects of atmospheric 
linkage with large terrain feat ures like 
the Rockies and with surface heat 
so urces and inks such a oceans or large 
de ert a reas. He then a pplied the theory 
to the question of clima te prediction and 
cha nge. 

The lecture was fo llowed by a lobby 
reception allowing the WMO Secretary 
Genera l to meet his audience. The 

isi tor a lso held a special one and a half 
hour meeting with AMC members 
during which such topics as an .Atlantic 
dri fting buoy system, an upper air 
system for the north Pacific and ship­
board buoys were discussed . 

Pro f. Wiin- ielsen met with scientists 
concerned with numerical modeling of 
the atmosphere and lunched in the AES 
cafeteria with some 15 scienti ts who 
had studied under him or worked with 
him , including those associated with 

a 

Doug Young of the Ontario Weather Centre 
demonstrates weather applications ofTelidon 
to Professor Aksel Wiin-Nielsen during his 
visit to AES. 

WMO technical commissions. Finally he 
met with Al Christie and other staff of 
the Air Quality and Inter-environmental 
Research Branch, covering such topics 
as the LRTAP program , the Toxic 
Chemicals program , atmospheric chem­
istry, energy problems and emergencies, 
with the emphasis maintained on 
modeling aspects . 
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